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About the Nippon Budokan

Standing prominently in the Chiyoda woods, the Nippon Budokan Hall and its
magnificent roof resembling the beautiful shape of Mount Fuji symbolizes the
spirit of budo. The Nippon Budokan Hall was constructed with the aim of
promoting budo as a part of traditional culture among citizens and, in
particular, Japans youth. The purpose of this is to facilitate the cultivation of
mind and body, thereby contributing to the growth of the nation, and
promoting world peace.

In order to fulfill this mission, the Nippon Budokan was built through
impassioned support by diet members, the government, industry, and the
people of Japan. On the 3rd of October in 1964, in commemoration of the
official inauguration of the Nippon Budokan Hall, a budo demonstration was
conducted along with an official opening ceremony in the presence of Their
Highnesses the Emperor and the Empress of Japan. On the occasion of the
18th Olympic Games in Tokyo, another budo demonstration was conducted at
the Nippon Budokan Hall along with the first-ever Olympic judo competition.
The events attracted thousands of spectators who were enthralled by the
fierce competition that took place.

Ever since then, the Nippon Budokan has evolved into a center for fostering
healthy youth in body and mind through budo education, and serves as a venue
for budo-related events such as demonstrations and major competitions which
are regularly conducted in the main hall. The hall also serves as a popular
venue for many other important events of public interest.

Budo is constantly developing and gaining recognition in Japan and overseas.
It is in our responsibility to preserve budo as an integral part of traditional
Japanese culture, and transmit it to future generations in a way that
preserves its essence.
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